Gc 

929.2 

W85934p 

1927742 


tsettcol  ns 

GENEALOGY 


HI  ATOPIC  At. 
COLLECTION 


833  01402  3540 


Gc 

929.2 

W85934p 

1927742 


Gc 

929.2 

W85934p 

1927742 


v.-'  '•!'  •'  vR  •"  Vi- *.-v 2 £&'^2»mn?l8y!S 

•  ,♦  .  ,.  '  '  ■  *v  .•  j  ;/•; 'iPflPrUl'F  .  /W* 

-  :  /■.  ■  i 

‘  t  .  .  *.r|; '  .it': *x\HUfry^2TK#  ir?2S 


;  92^.2 
•  «86 


ps?xd:s  . 


Ii6l66  ■  i  Panohlet 


j  Jcses  .1.  ,.00DSIAi!SE3,  Cleraoat  County,  Ohio 

19h9 


(  )■ 


r — r 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2019 


https://archive.org/details/jameswwoodmanseeOOperk 


I 


Ja rco  V. .  ood nen Bee  was  born  in  Clerront  county,  Ohio,  De- 
corber  "1,  ]a;]p.  Fc  woe  the  youngest  child  of  .Tepee  and  /pneo 
(Harper)  'oodrensee,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pioneers  of 
Ohio.  In  TP°o  they  roved  to  Jackson  county,  Indiana,  whore  the 
pother  died  in  If  TO,  and  the  father  jn  1P47.  On  October  rp,  iPhf, 
Japes  V.  V.oodransec  was  married  to  Vise  Rachel  Hamper,  r  native  of 
Jackson  county,  Indiana,  who  v/as  born  November  Id,'  3P1P.  In 
f’erterber,  lr48,  with  their  household  poods  end  ferilv  of  four 
children,  !  r.  and  '  ro.  ’  oodrensee  left  Indiana  for  the  west,  where 
they  intended  to  make  their  future  hope.  The  trin  wee  made  in 
covered  wagons .  In  a  short  time  they  arrived  in  Lee  county,  lowe  , 
and  bought  a  piece  of  land  with  the  expectation  of  making  that 
their  homo.  However,  after  raising  one  crop  they  found  the  piece 
was  not  to  their  liking,  so  the  following  fall  they  resumed  their 
journey  westward ,  this  ti^e  cominr  as  far  as  Decatur  county. 

Here  they  secured  n  little  shack  belonging  to  Buck  Hatfield,  south 
of  the  present  site  of  Leon,  and  made  that  their  hone  for  the  first 
month.  Prom  there  they  went  to  the  homo  of  Bryson  Hiller,  a  few 
milos  west,  and  remained  until  spring.  ■  rn  .  ’ iller  wa?  an  aunt 
of  Hrs.  '  oodmansee.  In  the  meantime  hr.  ,;oodmansee  entered  the 
northeast  quarter  of  Section  hi ,  in  what  is  now  ^ocotur  township. 

But  the  county  was  not  organized  until  /nril  1,  ]°5n,  and  on  July 
1 ,  of  that  year  the  commissioners  divided  it  into  four  civil 
townships,  as  follows:  Garden  Grove,  {'organ,  Burrell,  ard  Hamilton. 
James  1  oodmonseo  and  /ndrow  ::till  were  appointed  thr  first  clerks 
of  election  in  Burrell  township. 

During  the  first  winter  after  hir  orrival  in  tho  county,  ”r. 

'  rodrennee  built  c  double  lo  cabin  about  P0x4f  feet  in  nizo  near 


the  r.orthv'est  corner  of  his  claim,  and  roved  into  it  the  following’ 
"'arch.  The  left  was  not  completed  until  several  yoarn  later,  whan 
he  built  a  e cr  mill  end  cawed  the  native  lumber  for  it  himself,  P© 
its  the  first  permanent  settle^  in  this  township,  Although  John 
till  baci  previously  rede  o  claim  in  the  cef+crn  cart  of  the  town¬ 


ship,  he  regained  only  e  short  tj^e,  which  left  T'*.,  oodnansee  the 
first  permanent  settler.  The  combined  grist.  ^ill  and  sow  mill 
which  he  built  in  1°5P  or  1B55,  was  the  first  in  tie  county,  if  not 
in  that  part  of  the  state.  In  l*3QO  he  built  a  brick  residence 
f7x40  feet  in  size  and  two  stories  high,  replacing  the  lop  cabin  of 
Pioneer  days.  it  was  still  in  use  in  l°?f. 

In  addition  to  operating  hie  grist  mill  and  saw  mill,  *'r, 
v  occ^rnr.ee  was  also  extensively  engaged  in.  farming  and  stock  raising. 
Ho  also  had  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  did  a  general  blecksmi thing 
business  for  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  ell  these 
enterprises  he  t as  eminently  successful,  end  by  his  fair  and  nrright 
desiirgs  he  secured  the  confidence  end  resrect  of  all  who  knew  hir. 
Prom  time  to  time  be  added  to  his  original  quarter  section  of  land 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  several  hundred  ec^es.  At  an  early 
day  ho  donated  four  or  five  acres  of  land  west  of  the  mil]  tc  be 
used  as  c  cemetery.  He  also  gave  an  acre  of  land  in  the  northeast 


corner  of  bin  farm  for  school  purposes,  £  nd  on  this  lind  a  Dog. 


school  house  was  built  in  IP 57 . 


/r.n,  married  .4.  i> .  ”i^ldj?ap. 

John,  murried  •*  iss  Rrary  Anrt%pook. 

*  •• 


i  ary,  ran  led  J.  V.'.  McLaughlin." 

r  ■'  ^ 

Reuben  S .  ,  born  February  "4/' 1848,  married  Uise  Cinia  Jones,  Get 

'  \  S' 

George,  married  :  iabx  Lydia  b.  Rurltt. 

Gusan,  married  W.  K.  Grayson. 


17,  ]8i 


-V. 

*•  V. 


'"hen  hr .  ’’’oodmansee  came  to  Decatur  county  in  1840,  which  wag  thre- 
y^ars  after  I owa  was  admitted  to  the  Union  and  six  years  before  the  first 
railroad  train  v.t  g  run  ;  n  the  state,  there  Avert  a  few  whit®  settler’s  in 
th-:  south  part  of  Die  county,  and  the  Mormons  who  had  settled  at  Garden 
Grove  a  short  time  before.  /side  from  this,  there  were  very  few  other 
settlers  in  the  county.  Chariton,  the  county  seat  of  Lucas  county,  v:te 
the  nearest  town.  However,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  down  Grand  River 
from,  hie  place  was  a  band  of  Indians,  consisting  of  Fottav/attamiee , 
Lesquakies  and  another  tribe.  They  were  under  the  leadership  of  Johnrii~ 
Green,  a.  Pot tav/at tamic  chief,  who  was  a  most  friendly  man,  and  highly 
respected  by  both  the  Indians  and  their  white  neighbors.  These  Indians 
>■  i  e  harmless ,  out  oi  ten  made  a  groat  nuisance  ex'  themselves  by  going 
thj  r,ugi 1  the  country  ana  begging  lor  something  to  eat.  Usually,  two  or 
three  went  together  --  seldom  more  than  three.  Fntering  the  house  of  a 
‘'hi  te  settler,  one  ol  them  would  approach  the  fire,  shivering,  and  say; 
"Indian  heap  sick:  want  coffee  and  something  to  eat."  And  the  amount  of 
food  that  they  would  stow  away  did  not  indicate  that  they  were  seriously 


(5) 


ill.  There  were  about  '500  of  these  Indians.  They  lived  in  tepees,  and 
surrounding  their  camp ;  were  a  great  many  sugar  maple  trees,  from  which  they 
gathered  the  sap  every  spring  and  made  it  into  maple  sugar.  Just  how  long 
they  had  been  here  is  not  known,  but  about  1852  or  1853  they  left  these  par 
for  another  location.  However,  for  a  number  of  years  they  returned  for 
a  few  weeks  each  spring  and  made  maple  sugar  at  their  old  camp.  It  is 
said  that  Johnny  Green’s  last  years  were  spent  in  Marshall  county,  Iowa, 
and  that  he  was  buried  at  Albion. 

In  1847  a  log  school  house  was  built  on  the  land  donated  by  Mr.  Wood- 

mansee,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  his  farm.  It  was  not  large,  but  it 

accommodated  as  many  as  forty  or  fifty  pupils  during  the  winter  months. 

The  ceiling  of  the  room  was  not  much  higher  than  the  teacher’s  head.  The 

seats  were  made  by  boring  auger  holes  into  slabs  which  had  been  secured  at 

the  saw  mill,  and  driving  wooden  pine  into  them  for  lege,  the  round  side 
of  the  slab  being  underneath.  There  were  no  backs  to  these  seats.  In 
the  absence  of  desks,  the  pupils  were  obliged  to  hold  their  slates  on  their 
lap  or  arm.  But  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  kind  of  desks  to  use 
when  the  writing  lesson  period  came  along,  these  were  made  by  driving 
wooden  pins  into  the  logs  along  the  side  of  the  room  and  placing  a  board 
on  top  of  them.  This  was  called  the  writing  desk.  Slates  and  pencils 
were  used, 


(6) 


out  load  pencils  were  luxuries  not  indulged  in.  Writing  pens  were  made 
ol  goose  quiils.  The  first  teacher*  of  the  school  vun  a  man  by  the  name 
of  C.  d.  bridges,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  good  teacher.  The 
thx’j'?  H*  a,  "roadinj ;  'ritin'  and  ri  thmeii-c-, "  w*ro  about  tn  •  only  umncheL 
taugiit  Li  that  lime  .  Luring  the  early  years  of  LhL  school  there  was  no 
blackboard  in  tlio  school  house,  so  the  teacher  borrowed  a  plane  of  hr. 
Voodmenoee,  smoothed  off  cone  of  the  legs  on  the  inaid 2  of  the  room  and 
on  those  he  wrote  the  multiplication  table,  where  it  could  be  seen  by  all 
the  pupils  and  studied  until  it  was  thoroughly  learned.  Lome  of  the 
pupils  came  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles  to  attend  this  school. 

This  v*as  not  surprising,  as  the  nearest  school  to  this  one  res  about 


cove n  miles  a wa y . 

Soon  after  the  school  house  was  built,  preaching  services  were  held 
by  the  Methodists  every  two  weeks  during  the  summer.  The  preachers 
usually  came  fron  Decatur  City.  Among  thorn  were:  Revs,  Miller, 

Talmadge,  Thompson,  and  Ecnnett.  The  class  leaders  were  Clabourn  Jones 
and  Jimmie  Millsap.  Occasionally,  a  preacher  from  some  other  denomi.no- 

(•-.<  -  1,. 

tion  would  stop,  and  preach  when  no  other  services  were  scheduled.  fundsy 
school  wan  held  every  f unday .  When  meetings  wore  hold  at  night,  a  slngl* 
lamp  on  the  teacher’s  desk  was  of ton  the  only  light  in  the  room. 


In  1896,  Mr.  Woodmansee  made  a  trip  back  to  his  old  home  in  Jackeon 
county,  Indiana,  for  a  visit  with  relatives  and  friends  whom  he  had  not 
eeen  for  several  years.  After  a  month’s  visit  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and 
upon  his  arrival  in  Leon  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  ride  home  with  a 
neighbor,  Jim  Gray,  who  was  driving  a  mule  team.  Soon  after  leaving  town 
the  team  became  frightened  and  ran  away,  throwing  Mr.  Woodmansee  out  of 
the  wagon  and  causing  serious  injuries  to  his  brain.  As  a  result,  his 
mind  was  affected  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  he  died  March  28, 

wee-.  /*-?$•. 

!.'rs .  Woodmansee,  who  at  all  times  did  her  part  in  raising  the  family, 
making  the  home,  and  doing  the  various  tasks  which  pioneers  were  called 
upon  to  do,  was  finally  called  to  her  reward  in  1891,  after  an  illness  of 
only  a  few  days  with  pneumonia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodmansee  will  long  be  remembered  as  having  been  among 
the  first  settlers  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Decatur  county,  and  the 
result  of  the  many  years  of  busy  life  which  they  spent  here  was  shown  not 
only  in  the  homestead  which  they  left,  but  in  the  numerous  acts  of  kindness 
and  generosity  shown  to  the  many  neighbors  who  were  less  fortunate  or 
progressive  than  themselves.  They  were  both  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Woodmansee  cemetery,  close  to  the  old  home. 


Burgess  Garrett  married  Miss  Rachel  Woodmansee,  daughter 
Df  John  and  Mary  (Cook)  Woodmansee. 


V 


Most  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  locality  came  from  Indiana  --  a 
far;  from  Ohio.  Many  of  them  had  not  been  very  thrifty  in  their  eastern 
homes  and  their  removal  to  Iowa  did  not.  seem  to  make  any  prreet  change 
for  the  bettor.  However,  there  were  exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  one 
of  the  most  progressive  families  in  the  neighborhood  was  that  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clabourn  Jones,  who  carne  hero  from  Indiana  in  1856.  Clabourn 
Jones  was  born  in  Tennessee,  August  !13,  1805,  anti  was  married  in- the  same 
state,  to  v'iss  Mahaluh  Keller,  who  also  was  born  in  Tennessee,  October 
IP,  1805.  The  date  of  their  marriage  is  uncertain,  tut  it  probably 
was  about  18P6.  In  their  native  state  they  were  engaged  in  farming, 
and  continued  in  that  business  until  about  1840,  the  year  that  William 
Henry  Harrison  was  elected  President  of  the  United  Ctates,  when  they 
decided  to  change  their  location,  and  removed  to  Owen  county,  Indiana. 

Here  they  remained  until  1856,  when  they  made  another  change,  this  time 
coming  on  to  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  where  they  entered  some  Government 
land  in  Decatur  township,  built  a  log  house,  and  began  the  task  of  making 
a  home  in  a  new  and  sparsely  settled  section  of  the  country.  It  required 
twenty-one  days  to  make  the  500-mile  trip  with  an  ox  team.  But  as  three 
of  theso  days  were  Sundays  when  no  traveling  was  done,  they  really 
covered  the  C°0  miles  in  eighteen  days,  or  approximately  twenty-eight 
miles  a  day.  Their  home  was  about  a  mile  northeast  of  that  of  J.  Vr. 

Woodmans ee ,  who  came  hero  from  Indiana  seven  years  earlier.  Mr.  and 

> 

Mrs.  Jones  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  came  to  Iowa 
with  them,  the  other  five  being  married,  remained  in  Indiana.  Mr. 

Jones  died  April  05,  1864,  and  Mrs.  Jones  died  March  ID,  1896.  Both 
are  buried  in  the  Woodmanseo  cemetery.  Following  are  the  children: 


Abraham,  born  Fob.  13,  1807*  married  (1)  Lizzie  Jourdan;  carried  (?) 
Lucinda  Per an;  died  Feb.  16,  1903. 


Nancy,  1  cm  March  4,  1899:  rr.arried  William  Jourdan,  in  Owen  county, 
Indians;  died  Jan.  IT,  1903. 


Part ha ,  born  Pec.  97 ,  1839;  married  Wash  Fooler,  in  Owen  county,  Indiana 

Sary  L.,  born  June  4,  1834:  married  Henry  Wheeler,  in  Illinois. 

Mariah,  born  June  18,  1836:  married  Joseph  Kazan,  in  Decatur  county, 

I owe ,  October,  1863;  died  Feb.  £0,  1906. 

Mary,  born  Feb.  99,  1839;  married  Van  Buren  Fowler,  in  Owen  county, 
Indiana:  died  May  8,  1.990. 


George  V'.,  born  May  2,9,  1843;  married  Hannah  Furitt,  in  Decatur 
county,  lov/a,  Fob.  93,  1868. 

Liza  E.,  born  Pept.  3,  1845;  married  Michael  Lighthil! ,  ir  Docctur 
county,  Iowa,  June  15,  1865. 

Colea  C.,  born  Get.  1,  1848;  married  John  Tirrberman,*  in  Grant  City,  Mo. 

Ciney  JV*?*  born  Oct.  4,  1851:  married  B.  8.  Wo odir arise e  ,  in  Decatur 
county,  Iowa,  Oct.  17,  I860. 


7 

(*) 


of  Lht  terly  settlors  in  this  locality  coiro  froir  ^Indiana  --  a  fe7.T 
rcn  Chio.  Lany  or  the»  had  not  be  on  very  thrifty^in  their  eastern 


homes  and  Ihtir  removal  to  Iov.ra  did  not  seem^fco  make  any  change  for-  the 

Jr 

s' 

tetter.  Imong  the  early  settlers  J n  Decatur  township  w**re  hr.  and  >'rs. 


Clabourn  Jones,  who  came  from  Vwen  county,  Indiana,  in  1656.  They  were 

* 

the  parents  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  care  to  Iowa  v/ith  their  parents, 


the  other  live  being  married,  remained  in  Indiana.  It  required  twenty- 


\ 


one  days  to  make  the  500-mile  trip  with  ah ^ox  team.  But  as  three  of 
these  days  were  '"undays,  when  no  traveling  was  dene,  they  really  covered 


& 

the  500  miles  in  eighteen  u.ays,  or  about  twenty-eight  miles  a  day ./ ’"hile  * 


ths:y  hau  very  few  of  the  luxuries  of  life  they  generally  had  plenty  to 


eat  and  wear.  host  ol  the  articles  used  for  food  and  raiment  were  either 


grown  or  maue  by  the  members  of  the  family.  They  raised  their  own  sheep, 
ispun  and*  rove  the  wool,  and  the  cloth  was  used  for  making  their  clothing. 


:od  corn  was  planted  by  cutting  a  gash  in  the  recently  plowed  ground  with 


an  ax,  dropping  a  few  kernels  of  corn  into  it  and  covering  it  up.  This 


operation  was  repeated  every-  two  or  three  steps  until  the  entire  fi*ld 


was  planted.  The  corn  was  lut**r  cultivated  with  a  hoe.  force  of  the 
more  progressive  farmers  used  single -shovel  plows  for  cultivating  their 


corn.  Vegetables  ~cre  raised  in  abundance  and  furnished  one  of  the 


principal  articles  of  food  as  long  as  they  could  be  kept  from  freezing 


during  the  r,int~r.  but  as  there  were  no  cellars,  the  only  way  to  keep 

% 

the  vegetables  during  the  winter  was  to  place  them  in  a  hole  in  the  ground 
and  cover  with  draw  and  dirt.  Usually  wh-n  the  hole  was  opened  in  the 


winter  in  order  to  get  some  of  the  vegetables  out  for  ua%  the  balance  of 


them  would  freeze.  '’c  they  tided  burying  them  in  Lv'o  hoi's  Instead  of 


on-.. 


which  <x tended  tve  supply  it  rt.Lcr  into  the  winter. 


S' 

(&) 


The  Jones  family  being  more  progressive  than  nost  of  their  neighbors, 


took  up  a  section  of  the  puncheon  floor  of  their  log  cabin,  dug  a  hole  in 


the  ground  and  stored  tlrir  vegetables  in  the  hole.  "'hen  they  "anted  to 


get  come  oi  them  for  to  e  they  did  so  uy  taking  up  c  section  of  the  floor. 


climbing  down  into  the  hole,  ana  site?  carrying  up  a  supply  cl  the  various 


srticltu.,  the  puncheons  mere  placca  lack  in  their  original  petition.  liven 


this  primitive  cellar  was  not  always  successful,  and  the  articles  stored 


in  it  would  of  toil  irecze  in  spite  of  all  they  couia  ao  to  prevent  it.  Eut 


it  VL  ,  10  much  better  than  the  hole  in  the  ground  used  by  the  other*  people. 


that  'after  freezing  weather  set  in  the  neighbors  v;trt  supplied  from  the 


Jones  cellar  until  the  stock  was  exhausted. 


The  log  house  had  a  clapboard  roof.  The  clapboards  were  about  four 


feet  long  and  laid  two  fret  to  the  weather,  and  were  held  in  place  by 
weight  poles  and  these  were  held  in  place  by  "runs,"  or  pieces  of  weed 


eighteen  cr  twenty  inches  long,  fitted  between  the  weight  poles  near  the 

''1—0  &  ^ 

ends.  It  was  almost  impossible  to  construct  a  clapboard^ tight  enough  to 
keep  the  snow  from  blowing  through  the  cracks  and'  into  the  room.  In  some 
hoi  t.  cancpdes  were  arranged  ever  the  beds  and  in  this  manner  the  sleeping 
occupants  were  kept  from  being  snowed  under  during  the  night.  T.'ach 


morning  after  a.  snow  storm  it  was  necessary  to  scoc]  up  the  snow  and 
carry  it  cut  before  the  house  became  v/arm  enough  to  irAlt  it. 


brooms  were  made  by  taking  a  hickory  sapling  two  or  three  inches  in 
diameter  and  beginning  tv.elve  or  fifteen  inches  from  one  end,  shave  toward 
the  end  with  a  draw  knife,  care  being  taken  not  tc  cut  the  shavings  loose. 

i 

This  process  was  continued  until  a  good  sized  bunch  of  shavings  was  made 
all  around  thu  click.  Thun  al'ti  r  soaking  it  in  hot  water  for  a  shortetime 
the  shavings  wore  turned  down 'over  the  end  of  the  stick  and  bound  around 
with  vdJ--c^Pd ,  making  a  first-class  broon  with  which  the  puncheon 


floors  v.crc  swept. 


Janes  W.  Woodmansoe  wa s 


born  in  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  De¬ 
cember  .'ll,  1~16.  He  wan  the  youngest  child  of  James  and  Apnea 
(Harrmor)  Woodmansee,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pioneers  of 
Ohio.  T ^  l9on  t.hoy  moved  to  Jackson  county,  Indiana,  where  the 

mother  died  in  1009,  and  the  father  in  10-17.  On  October  °9,  1P35, 
Janes  Vr ,  Woodmansoe  was  married  to  MIs3  Pachol  Hammer,  o  native  of 
Jackson  county,  Indiana,  who  wan  born  November  14,  1£19.  In 
September,  1043,  with  their  household  goods  and  family  of  four 

I 

r 

children,  Hr.  and  T'rs .  Woodmansee  left  Indiana  for  the  west,  where 

\ 

,  \ 

they  intended  to  make  their  future  home.  The  trip  was  made  in 


covered  wagons.  In  a  short  time  they  arrived  in  Tee  county,  Towa, 


/ 


and  bought  a  niece  of-,  land  with  the  expectation  of  making  that 

\ 

/ 

their*  home.  However,  'after  raiding  one  crop  they  found  the  place 

\  / 

was  not  to  their  liking,  'so  the  following  fall  they  resumed  their 


journey  westward,  this  time /coming  as  far  as  Decatur  county. 


Here  they  secured  a  little  shack  belonging  to  Buck  Hatfield,  south 

\ 

of  the  present  site  of  Leon,  ana  myriad o  that  their  home  for  the  first 

/  \ 


month.  Frorr'  there  they  wont  to  th\  home  of  Bryson  Miller,  a.  few 

\ 

miles  west,  and  remained  until  spring.  Mrs  .  Miller  was  on  aunt 
of  Mrs.  Woodmansoe .  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Woodransoo  entered  the 
northeast  quarter  of  Section  31,  in  what  is,  now  Decatur  township. 

But  the  county  was  not  organized  until  Apri 1  1,  1350,  and  on  July 
1,  of  that  year  the  commissioners  divided  it  into  four  civil 
townships,  as  follows:  Garden  Grove,  Morgan,  Burrell,  and  Hamilton. 
James  Woodmansee  and  Andrew  Still  were  appointed  th~  first  clerks 
of  election  in  Burrell  township. 

During  the  first  winter  after  his  arrival  in  the  county,  Mr. 
Woodmansee  built  a  double  log  cabin  about  P0x-10  feet  in  size  nenr 


N 


the  northwest  corner  of  his  claim,  and  moved  into  it  the  following 

% 

March.  The  loft  war  not  completed  until  several  yearn  later,  when 
he  built  a  saw  mill  and  cawed  tlio  native  lumber  for  it  himself.  He 
was  the  first  permanent  cottier  in  this  township.  Although  John 
Still  had  previously  made  a  claim  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  he  remained  only  a  short  time,  which  left  Mr.  Woodmanseo  the 
first  permanent  settler.  The  combined  grist  mill  and  saw  mill 
which  he  built  in  185 2  or  1853,  was— the— first  in-  the  county--,-- if- -not 
-in  that  part  of  Vhe  state.  In  1860  he  built  a  brick  residence 

27x40  feet  in  sizekond  two  stories  high,  replacing  the  log  cabin  of 

\  / 

pioneer  days.  It  was  still  in  use  in  1932. 

In  addition  to  operating  his  grist  mill  and  saw  mill,  Mr. 

\ 

\ 

A.  / 

V'oodmr.naee  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 

He  also  had  a  blacksmith  chop,  and  did  a  general  biacksmi thing 

'■  \  *  *  *  ... 

business  for  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  all  these 

enterprises  he  was  eminently  successful,  and  by  his  fair  and  upright 
dealings  he  secured  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
From  time  to  timo  he  added  to  his  original  quarter  section  of  land 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  several  hundred  acres.  At  an  early 
day  ho  donated  four  or  five  acres  of  land  wost  of  the  mill  to  be 
used  as  a  cemetery.  He  also  gave  on  acre  of  land  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  lii a  farm  for  school  purposes,  and  on  this  lend  a  log 
school  house  was  built  in  1857. 


i'.r.  and  Lrs .  woodmansee  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  the  first 
t ;.o  having  died  in  «ri  infancy,  and  the  youngest,  fames,  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year.  The  others  are  as  follows: 

4 

i- nn,  married  ii.  A.  X.ilioap  ^  s~ 

I 


\  ...  / 

John,  married  i.,ias  ary  ^nn  Cook  2.  V  ]*->•<»• 

X-  ■  / 


£  \ 

Mary,  ^married  J.  ...  LcLaughlify  (cujXi  /  9, 


A  % 

Reuben  S.,  born  reb.  >4,  ]b4B,  married  hiss  Cinia  Jones,  Oct.  17,  1B6S 


L^c 


George,  married  i.iss  Lydia  a.  auri 


i- tt  I  J' 


busan,  married  l.  .  H.  fray  son 


/  J. 


v 


When  Mr.  Woodnansee  came  to  Decatur  county  in  1849,  which  was 


three  years  after  Iowa  was  admitted  to  the  Union  and  six  years 
before  the  first  railroad  train  was  run  in  the  state,  there  were 
a  few  whito  settlers  in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  and  the 
Mormons  who  had  settled  at  Garden  Grove  a  short  tine  before. 

Aside  from  this,  there  were  very  few  other  settlers  in  the  county. 
Chcriton,  the  county  seat  of  Lucas  county,  was  the  nearest  town. 
However,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  down  Grand  River  from  his 
place  was  a  band  of  Indians,  consisting  of  Pottawattamies ,  Mes- 
quakios,  and  another  tribe.  They  were  under  the  leadership  of 
Johnnie  Green,  a  Pottawattamie  chief,  who  was  a  most  friendly  man, 
and  highly  respected  by  both  the  Indians  and  their  white  neighbors. 
These  Indians  were  harmless,  but  often  made  a  great  nuisance  of 
themselves  by  going  through  the  country  and  begging  for  something 
to  eat.  Usually,  two  or  three  went  together  --  seldom  more  than 
three.  Entering  the  house  of  a  white  settler,  one  of  them  would 

approach  the  fire,  shivering,  and  say:  "Indian  heap  sick:  want 

/ 

coffee  and  something  to  eat."  \  But  the  amount  of  food  that  they 
would  stow  away  did  not  indicate  that  they  were  seriously  ill. 

There  were  about  500  of  these  Indians.  They  lived  in  tepees, 


camp  were  a  great  many  sugar  maple  trees, 


from  which  they  gathered  the  sap  every  spring  and  made  it  into 

mapl9  sugar.  Just  how  long  they  had  been  hero  is  not  known, 

% 

but  about  1R52  or  1853  they  left  these  parts  for  another  location. 
However,  for  a  number  of  years  they  returned  for  a  fow  weeks  each 


spring  and  made  maple  sugar  at  their  old  camp.  It  is  said  that 


Johnnie  Green’s  last  years  were  spent  in  Marshall  county,  Iowa, 
and  that  he  was  buried  at  Albion. 


r 

In  1847  a  log  school  house  was  built  on  the  land  donated  by 
Mr.  V-oodmansoe ,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  his  farm.  It  was  not 
large,  but  it  accommodated  as  many  as  forty  or  fifty  pupils  during 
the  winter  months.  The  ceiling  of  the  room  was  not  much  higher 
than  the  teacher's  head.  The  seats  v/ere  made  by  boring  auger 
holes  in  the  round  side  of  slabs  which  had  been  secured  at  the 

saw  mill,  and  driving  wooden  pins  into  them  for  legs.  There 

\  4 
\ 

were  no  backs  to  these  seats.  In  the  absence  of  desks,  the 
pupils  were  obliged  to  hold  their  slates  on  their  lap  or  arm. 

But  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  3orae  kind  of  desks  to  use  when  the 

writing  lesson  period  came  along,  these  were  made  by  driving 

\ 

wooden  pins  into  the  log3  along  the  side  of  the  room  and  placing 
a  board  on  top  of  them.  This  was  called  the  writing  desk. 

Slates  and  pencils  were  used,  but  lead  pencils  were  luxuries  not 
indulged  in.  A  part  of  the  teacher's  work  was  to  make  the 
writing  pens  from  goose  quills.  The  first  teacher  of  the  school 
was  a  man  by  the  name  of  C.  G.  Bridges,  and  it  is  said  that  he  was 
a  very  good  teacher.  "The  three  Rs"were  about  the  only  branches 
taught  at  that  time.  During  the  early  years  of  the  school  there 
was  no  blackboard  in  the  school  house,  so  the  teacher  borrowed  a 
plane  of  Mr.  Woodmansee,  smoothed  off  some  of  the  logo  on  the 
inside  of  the  room  and  on  these  he  wrote  the  multiplication  table, 

where  it  could  bo  seen  by  all  the  pupils  and  studied  until  it  was 

% 

thoroughly  learned.  Some  of  the  pupils  came  a  distance  of  four 
or  five  miles  to  attend  this  school.  That  was  not  surprising  as 
there  was  no  other  school  within  seven  miles  of  it. 

Soon  after  the  school  house  was  built,  preaching  services  were 

•* 

held  by  the  Methodists  evory  two  weeks  during  the  summer.  The 


preachers  usually  came  from  Decatur  City.  Among  them  were,  Revs. 
Miller,  Talmadge,  Thompson,  and  Bennett.  The  class  leaders  were 
Clabourn  Jones  and  Jimmie  Mill3ap.  Occasionally,  a  preacher  from 
some  other  denomination  would  stop  here  and  preach  when  no  other 
services  were  scheduled.  Sunday  school  was  held  every  Sunday. 

When  meetings  were  held  at  night,  a  single  lamp  on  the  teacher's 
desk  was  often  the  only  light  in  the  room. 

In  1896,  Mr.  Woodmansee  male  a  trip  back  to  his  old  home  in 
Jackson  county,  Indiana,  for  a  visit  with  relatives  and  friends 
whom  he  had  not  seen  for  several  years.  After  a  month's  visit  he 

returned  to  Iowa,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Leon  he  accepted  an 

f 

invitation  to  ride  home  with  a  neighbor,  Jim  Gray,  who  was  driving 

\  ,  •  . 

\  / 

a  mule  team.  Soon  after  leaving  town  the  team  became  frightened 
and  ran  away,  throwing  Mr.  Woodmansee  out  of  the  wagon  and  causing 

v 

serious  injuries  to  hi\  brain.  As  a  result,  hie  mind  was  affected 

/  \ 

/  \ 

during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  end  he  died  March  28,  1898. 

>  y 

/  \ 

Mrs.  Woodmansee,  who  at\all  times  did  her  part  in  raising  the 

family,  making  the  home,  and  doing  the  various  tasks  which  pioneers 

✓  \ 

were  called  upon  to  do,  was  finally  called  to  her  reward  in  1891, 

/  \ 

after  an  illness  of  only  a.  few  days  with  pneumonia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodmansee  will  long  be  remembered  as  having  been 

among  the  first  settlers  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Decatur  county; 

the 

and  the  result  ofAmany  years  of  busy  life  which  they  spent  here  was 
shown  not  only  in  the  homestead  which  they  left,  hut  in  the  numer¬ 
ous  acts  of  kindness  and  generosity  shown  to  the  many  neighbors 
who  were  less  fortunate  or  progressive  than  themselves.  They  were 
botli  laid  to  rest  in  the  V'oodmnnsoo  cemetery,  close  to  the  old  home. 


•  ••  wm 

Glabourn  Jones  was  born  in  Tennessee,  August  13,  1805,  and  • 

•  ■  -  jSfe-P? 

7  l 

v/as  married  in  the  same  state,  to  Miss  Mahala  Keller,  who  al§o  was  ‘ 

•  ii  i  tflt 

■r*  j*  jTl 

born  in  Tennessee,  October  10,  1805*  The  date  of  their  marriage 


is  uncertain,  but  it  probably  was  about  1826.  In  their  native 

i’  '  *^>1 iJSi 

state  they  were  engaged  in  farming,  and  continued  in  that  business; 

f  ‘  INK 

until  about  1840,  the  year  that  William  Henry  Harrison  was  elected 


hr.. 


«  •  A  *  ifn 

President  of  the  United  States,  when  they  decided  to  change  their 

-  4* 


/ 


(fc 


A# 


location,  and  removed  to  Owen  county /  Indiana .  Here  they  remained 


until  1856,  when  they  made  another,  change,  this  time  coming  on  to 

\  /  ■?  ■  v-  .suy, 

Decatur  county,  Iowa.  \  '/ 

•,4 


,  -v  , .  ..  ra  * 

\.y 

Mr.  Jones’  oldest  daughter  and  her  husband,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


William  Jourdan,  having  decided  to  make  their  homo  in  the  west, 

IS* 

/  \  *  .  ■  rV 

left  the  old  home  in  Indiana  about  the  year  1854,  and  located  in 

Decatur  county,  Iowa.  They  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  new 

*  * 

country  that  they  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Jones  to  come  west,  which  he  . 

did  the  following  spring,  making  the  trip  on  horseback.  By  the  • 

■  *-•  •{  'IK * 

...  -rV  *  >?  -  i.Ifc 

’  •  ;  7  * 

next  spring  he  had  decided  to  make  Decatur  county  his  permanent 
home  and  was  preparing  to  return  to  Indiana  to  get  his  family 

*r,  '  *  *V 

/•V, 

Y/hen  Mrs.  Jones  wrote  him  that  one  of  their  neighbors,  a  Mr. 


i  •  * . »  i  4 

M  *  **  .  t. 


Ogle  and  family,  v/ould  in  a  short  time  drive  through  to  Missouri  *  > 

■  .  .  ,  •  .  t  >%!& 

to  locate,  and  that  she  could  come  at  the  same  time  and  save  him 


the  time  and  expense  of- returning  for  them. 


y  yifi 

4. ' 

V  ^  i  jj} 

The  Ogles  had  a  team  of  horses,  <a  team  of  cattle  and  two  • 

°  7  -  .  Vv/JL/  . 


’  -:&x 


wagons.  Mrs.  Jones  had  a  large  Canastota  wagon  drawn  by  two 

teams  of  cattle.  One  son  was  old  enough  to  help  with  the  driving. 

.•  .V.  ‘  ■■ 

And  with  this  equipment  the  two  families  set  out  for  their  new' 

home  in  the  far  v/est.  -  Mr.  Ogle  would  go  ahead  with  the  team 
horses,  pick  out  a  good  camping  place  and  have  everything ’ ready 


of 


■ 


I 


r 


•*r  i t-* 


n«ri 


"r-r— 


.for  the  other  members  of  the  party  by  the  time  they  arrived.  The 
tv;o  families  came  together  as  far  as  Missouri,  where  the  Ogles 
located.  And  from  there  to  Debatur  county,  Iowa,  Mrs.  Jonos  and 


her  family  made  the  trip^  alone.  Although  there  was  no  regulerly 


\ 


traveled  road  and  no  fences  to  help  guide  them  to  their  destination, 


\ 


they  had  no  trouble  in  finding  their  way. 

kis.  xmzzxzzwzxz&mmy&n&xzxzxx'&z&KKx.x&ijxszxw&x&zxxxy.}** 
0»¥^«^t«K^xi'RX3K5Xi-gi!ixi»^xK««xtui4XK«wfiJihi»^x5tr.dxbu5cl;txax2pa;xc52c^iHy; 
KKK3Nxw«^xtM^xh»K^x{5fxth»xfa?»53;lyxfrtr-X3:xKi5KbKj«xj5fxv5aif2x 

It  required  twenty-one  days  to  make  the  500-mile  trip  with  the 
ox  teams.  But  as  three  of  these  days  were  Sundays  when  no  travel¬ 


ing  was  done,  they  really  covered  the  500  miles  in  eighteen  days, 


or  approximately  twenty-eight  miles  a  day. 


✓ 


Mr.  Jones  first  leased  and  then  bought  some  land  of  a  Mr. 


Covington,  in  Section  19,  Decatur  township,  and  b-ui-lt  a  log  cabin 

‘ ^  *V  •  -v 

on  it,  which  was  the  home  of  the  family  for  a  numhor-of  years. 


It  was  about  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the  J.  W.  V.'oodmansee 

\  * 
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Most  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  locality  come  from  Indiana  — 
a  few  from  Ohio.  Many  of  them  had  not  been  very  thrifty  in  their 
eestern  homes  and  their  removal  to  Iowa  did  not  seem  to  make  any 
great  change  for  the  better.  However,  there  were  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  end  one  of  the  most  progressive  families  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  was  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clabourn  .Tones,  who  came  here  from 
Indiana  in  1856.  Clabourn  Jones  was  born  in  Tennessee,  August  13, 
1805,  and  wan  married  in  the  same  state,  to  Miss  1.  aha  la  Keller,  who 
also  was  born  in  Tennessee,  October  10,  1805.  The  date  of  their 
marriage  is  uncertain,  but  it  probably  was  about  ]826.  In  their 
native  state  they  were  engaged  in  farming,  and  continued  in  that 
business  until  about  1840,  the  year  that  Villiem  Henry  Harrison  was 
elected  President  of  the  United  States,  when  they  decided  th  change 
their  location,  and  removed  to  Owen  county,  Indiana.  Here  they 
remained  until  1856,  when  they  made  another  change,  this  time  coming 
on  to  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  where  they  entered  some  Government  land 
in  Decatur  township,  built  a  log  house,  and  began  the  task  of 
making  a  home  in  a  n ew  and  sparsely  settled  section  of  the  country. 

It  required  twenty-cne  days  to  make  the  500-mile  trip  with  an  ox 
teem.  But  as  three  of  these  days  were  Sundays  when  no  traveling 
wan  done,  they  really  covered  the  500  miles  in  eighteen  days,  or 
approximate] y  twenty -eight  miles  a  day.  Their  home  was  about  a 
mile  northeast  of  that  of  J.  W .  V/oodmapsee ,  who  came  here  from 
Indiana  seven  years  earlier.  Mr.  and  lira.  Jones  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  come  to  Iowa  with  then',  the  other  five 
being  married,  remained  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Jones  died  April  85,  1864, 

and  Mrs.  Jones  died  MercJ'i  13,  1898.  Both  arc  buried  in  the  Yood- 

manoee  cemetery .  Following  are  the  children: 


X  N 

Abraham,  born  Feb  33,  1827;  married  (1)  Lizzie  Jourdan;  married  (2) 
Lucinda  Reran ;  died  Feb  16,  1923. 

Nancy,  born  Larch  4,  1829;  married  William  Jourden,  in  Owen  county, 
Indiana;  died  Jan  31,  1923. 

Martha,  born  Dec  27,  1832:  married  Wash  Fowler,  in  Owen  county,  Ind. 

Sary  L.,  born  June  4,  .1834;  married  Henry  Wheeler,  in  Illinois. 

Mariah,  born  June  38,  1836;  married  Joseph  Hazen,  In  Decatur  county, 
Iowa,  October,  1863;  died  Feb  20,  1906. 

Mary,  born  Feb  22,  1839;  married  Van  Euren  Fowler,  in  Owen  county, 
Indiana;  died  May  5,  1920. 

George  W.  ,  born  May  29,  3843;  married  Hannah  Euritt.,  in  Decatur 
county,  Iowa,  Feb  23,  1868. 

Liza  E.,  born  Sept  3,  1845:  married  Michael  Lighthill,  in  Decatur 
county,  Iowa,  June  15,  1865. 

Celea  C.,  born  Oct  1,  1848;  married  John  Timberman,  in  Grant  City,  Mo. 

Ciney  J.,  born  Oct  4,  1851;  married  Reuben  S.  Woodmanooo,  in  Decatur 

county,  Iowa,  Oct  17,  1869. 

While  the  Jones  family  had  very  few  of  tlie  luxuries  of  life 
they  usually  had  plenty  to  eat  and  wear.  Most  of  the  articles  used 
for  food  and  raiment,  were  cittner  grown  or  made  by  the  members  of  the 
family.  They  raised  their  own  sheep,  spun  and  wove  the  wool,  and 
the  clotii  was  used  for  making  their  clothing.  Sod  corn  was  planted 
by  cutting  a  gash  in  the  recently  plowed  ground  with  an  ax,  dropping 
a  few  kernels  of  corn  in  it  and  covering  it  up.  This  operation  was 
repeated  every  two  or  three  steps  until  the  entire  field  v/as  planted. 

The  corn  v/as  later  cultivated  with  a  hoe.  Some  of  tlie  more  progres¬ 

sive  farmers  used  a  single-shovel  plow  for  cultivating  their  corn. 
Vegetables  were  raised  in  abundance  and  furnished  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  articles  of  food  as  long  ns  they  could  be  kept  from  freezing 

m 

during  ttio  winter.  But  as  thorn  were  no  cellars,  the  only  way  to 
keep  the  vegetables  during  the  w inter  wen  to  place  them  in  a  hole 


in  the  ground  and  cover  with  straw  and  dirt.  Usually  when  the 
hole  was  opened  in  the  winter  in  order  to  get  some  of  the  vegetable 
out  for  use,  the  balance  of  them  would  freeze.  So  they  tried 
burying  them  in  two  holes  instead  of  one,  which  extended  the  supply 
farther  into  tho  winter.  The  Jonee  family  being  mere  progressive 
than  most  of  their  neighbors,  took  up  e  section  of  the  puncheon 
floor  of  their  log  cabin,  dug  a  hole  in  the  ground  and  stored  their 
vegetables  in  the  hole.  When  thoy  wanted  to  get  some  of  them  out 
for  use  they  did  so  by  taking  up  a  section  of  the  floor,  climbing 
down  into  the  hole,  and  after  carrying  up  a  supply  of  the  various 
articles,  the  puncheons  were  placed  back  in  their  original  position 
Even  this  primitive  collar  was  not  always  successful,  and  the 
articles  stored  in  it  would  often  freeze  in  spite  of  all  they  could 
do  to  prevent  it.  But  it  was  so  much  better  than  the  hole  in  the 
ground  used  by  the  other  people,  that  after  freezing  weather  set 
in  the  neighbors  were  supplied  from  the  Jones  cellar  until  the 
stock  was  exhausted. 

The  log  house  had  a  clapboard  roof.  The  clapboards  were 
about  four  feet  long  and  laid  two  feet  to  the  weather,  and  were 
held  in  place  by  weight  poles  and  these  were  held  in  place  by 
"runs,"  or  pieces  of  wood  eighteen  or  twenty  inches  long,  fitted 
between  the  weight  poles  near  the  ends.  It  was  almost  impossible 
to  construct  a  clapboard  roof  tight  enough  to  keep  the  snow  from 
blowing  through  the  cracks  and  into  the  room.  In  some  of  the 
homes  canopies  were  arranged  over  the  bed  and  in  this  manner  the 
sleeping  occupants  were  kept  from  being  snowed  under  during  the 
night.  Each  morning  aft^cr  a  snow  storm  it  was  necessary  to  scoop 
up  tho  enow  and  carry  it  out  bo fore  it  molted. 


^  * 

Brooms  wore  made  by  taking  a  hickory  sapling  two  or  three 
inches  in  diameter  and  beginning  twelve  or  fifteen  inches  from  one 
end,  shave  toward  the  end  with  a  draw  knife,  care  being  taken  not 
to  cut  the  shavings  loose.  This  process  was  continued  until  a 
good  sized  bunch  of  ehavings  was  made  all  around  the  stick.  Then 
after  soaking  it  in  hot  water  for  a  Ehort  time  the  shavings  were 
turned  down  over  the  end  of  the  stick  and  bound  around  with  hickory 
splits,  making  a  first-class  broom 'with  which  the  puncheon  floors 
were  swept. 
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